
Shuggie Bain Ques-ons / Greg and Andy 

1. There is a Guardian review that says Stuart’s prose is baroque, rich in 
adjec<ves with a habit of poin<ng out what he has just shown. What is 
your opinion of his wri<ng style? 

2. With Mayflies, this is the second book this year that depicts the harsh and 
bleak reality of 1980’s Glasgow under the Thatcher government. Yet both 
appear to celebrate the city. Douglas Stuart describes his novel as a “love 
leKer” to Glasgow. Would you agree? 

3. Shuggie Bain is about working class people surviving in poverty and 
depriva<on. Who do you think will be the likely readership? 

4. Do you think one of the reasons for the success of Shuggie Bain is it’s a 
gay,working class story? Most Bri<sh gay fic<on tends to be middle class, 
such as Alan Hollinghurst’s The Line of Beauty. 

5. Did you grow more or less sympathe<c of alcohol dependency as you read 
this book. 

6. Shuggie is considered to be a soV boy by the other characters in the book. 
they judge him by 1980’s Glaswegian standards of masculinity. How would 
you describe him. 

7. Is there a villain in the story? Who or what is it and why? 

8. Discuss Shuggie’s intense love for Agnes, is love blind? 

9. Agnes always takes pride in her appearance and values good manners. 
Maintaining her dignity is important to her, yet she frequently fails to do 
so. How do you feel about her as a mother, wife and woman? 

10.Describe Shuggie’s rela<onship with his siblings Leek and Catherine. 

11.Do you blame Catherine for leaving her family, marrying young and 
emigra<ng to South Africa? 

12.Leek struggles to maintain his rela<onship with Agnes and eventually 
moves out, leaving a young Shuggie as man of the house. Discuss this. 

13.Eugene comes into Agnes’s life and obviously cares for her and she has a 
long period of sobriety. Why did he encourage her to drink knowing what 
the consequences could be? 

14.Which of all the characters did you have the most empathy with? 



15.What do you think will happen to Shuggie aVer Agnes dies? 


