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Vale Jack Cross AM 

We note with sadness the death of Jack Cross, past 
president of Adelaide U3A 2001-2004 and 
staunch advocate for adult education. 

He held the view that teaching is one of the great 
foundation professions.  The art of good teaching at all 
levels, he said, “is to teach with passion. I also believe 
that the U3A movement is one of the major innovations 
in education in the world.”

Jack grew up in the lower 
Flinders Ranges amid the 
influences of the German 
Lutheran community. He 
held qualifications from 
Adelaide Teachers College, 
the University of Adelaide, 
the University of 
Melbourne, and Stanford 
University in California. In 
his own words, he worked 
“as a teacher, free-range 
poultry farmer and 
Associate Professor at the 

University of South Australia”.
Jack spent five years as a Research Fellow in Australian 
History at the University of Adelaide. For twenty years 
he was Head of Studies in Education at the Underdale 
campus of what is now the University of South Australia. 
He was a founder of the Aboriginal Tauondi College at 
Port Adelaide and the Anangu Teacher Education 
program at Ernabella in the APY Lands.

In semi-retirement, Jack was awarded Life Membership 
of the WEA and the University of the Third Age Adelaide 
for his contribution to adult education.

In 2012, he was awarded the Chief Ministers Award, 
Darwin, for his magnum opus Great Central State 
(2010); in the 2013 New Year’s Honours, he received an 
Order of Australia (AM); and in 2015, he was awarded a 
national Distinguished Teaching Award for teaching 
excellence, especially for teaching Art and Design 
students.

Of his years as president Jack noted that “we 
moved from an efficient informal organisation to a more 
formal one with clearly defined roles for secretary, 

program coordinator and treasurer, as well as defined 
policies and sub-committees”.  He was also very 

influential in helping to secure the Box Factory for our 
current use.  We really have much for which to be 
grateful to him. We pay our respects to his wife Jill. 
Thank you, and Vale Jack.

Thank you everyone 
During the final two weeks of January we ran our annual 
Holiday Shorts program and it was our first experience 
with our new vaccination 
requirements. The implementation of 
the new policy went well and so a BIG 
thank you to everyone: participants, 
tutors and office volunteers. Let’s 
hope that this smooth running can 
continue as we start the main part of 
our programs. 
Robert Fletcher, President 

Adelaide U3A and Statewide 
Adelaide U3A is the most active group within the online 
Statewide U3A, with the largest number of tutors and 
members enrolled. The Climate Change and Philosophy 
in-person courses at Adelaide are also adding online 
participants from across the state. 


Living in the Cloud is a new series of 5 individually 
bookable sessions which are about online skills and 
confidence - Cloud, Photos, Search, Facebook and 
Security.
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Class Notes Updates 
Tutors who have a Class Notes page, please send 
instructions on updates and changes to 
jtravers@gmail.com, not to the general u3a email 
account. 
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