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Adelaide U3A Gallery Insights 1, 2, 3 & 4 in 2021 

About Gallery Insights (also known as Special Interest Group tours) for all 2021. 

Because of restrictions on numbers this year, enrolments are limited to a total of 12 present, 

plus our U3A coordinator.  This has been at the request of the Gallery. 

To accommodate this, a fourth session has been added; it will be on the 4th Friday of the 

month at 10:45 AM 

The 4 courses will be run: 

• GI 1:  1st Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM 

• GI 2:  2nd Tuesday of the month at 1:30 PM 

• GI 3:  1st  Wednesday of the month at 1:30 PM 

• GI 4:  4th  Friday of the month at 10:45 AM 

 

Outline of proposed Special Interest Group tours for 2021. 

Dianne Speck 
Special Interest Groups Manager 
AGSA Guides 

December 10, 2020, updated 9 July 2021 

As usual we begin the year in February with all of your normal touring times and days of 

the  month carrying over into the new year. 

In March we tour the exhibition Dark Matter, Bright Light and related works. 

Dark Matter, Bright Light showcases recent 

exhibitions of contemporary international and 

Australian works of art alongside iconic works in 

the collection. This display brings together 

artists who often use elemental material such 

air, light, fire and stone, or mirrors, lenses or 

prisms to explore the mechanics of vision, 

concepts of infinity and the outer edges of 

perception. 

It sounds fascinating to me and is currently 

being installed along with a new wall to support 

one of the very heavy and spectacular works 

(see right). 
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In April we tour Clarice Beckett: The present moment. 

This is one of the Gallery's major exhibitions in 2021, opening 27th February and closing on 

16th May 2021 

and it is a ticketed exhibition. 

For Special Interest Groups' participants this means purchasing a ticket. 

Either a; 

Concession price ticket for $17 or 

Member price ticket for $15 

There are also special Member offers for tickets which can be viewed at 

 https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/join-give/membership/membershipbenefits/ 

The usual $2 pp fee does not apply. 

About the exhibition! 

During the 1920s and 1930s Clarice Beckett painted sensory impressions of her everyday 

world in Melbourne. She took subject-matter from what would seem commonplace to others, 

such as a strip of wet tar-sealed road, bordered with telegraph poles. Her preferences were 

for the diffuse light of early morning; delicately restrained sunsets; dusk; misty days with a 

glimpse of a tram or T-model Ford; lights glowing in the fog. 

Clarice Beckett: the Present moment showcases Alastair Hunter OAM's recent support of 

the acquisition of 21 Clarice Beckett paintings with other works being drawn from national 

public and private collections. 

The Present moment is the most comprehensive retrospective of  Beckett's work ever 

staged and features 130 of her paintings arranged to chronicle a single day from the first 

breath of sunrise, through to the push of sunset and finally a return into the enveloping mists 

of nightfall. 

May 2021 Beckett in Context: Works by her contemporaries 

In May we will build on your experience of the Clarice Beckett exhibition by looking at her 

contemporary's works in the Gallery. 

We will be looking at work from the Modernist era and thinking about whether there are 

differences in the art produced and whether that difference is based on where the artist trained; 

Sydney or Melbourne, Australia only or Australia and overseas, or is there a gender 

difference? Many familiar works and names such as Grace Cossington-Smith, Grace Crowley, 

Dorrit Black and Roy De Maistre will be discussed. 

June 2021 A Vast Emporium: Artistic exchange and innovation in a global age 

The sea routes that directly connected Europe to the vast maritime world of Asia enabled the 

creation of a global trading community. For the first time, Europeans had direct access to a 

wealth of luxurious commodities such as lustrous Chinese porcelain, vivid Indian textiles and 

elegant Japanese lacquer. 

There was a new age of artistic and cultural exchange. In this exhibition we see examples of 

this innovative artistic expression which resulted in hybrid art and the first globally recognised 

styles. 

This is a great opportunity to view some of the exquisite work in porcelain and textiles in the 

Gallery's collection especially chosen to highlight the emergence of global influence on style, 

technique and taste. 

https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/join-give/membership/membershipbenefits/
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July 2021 Ramsay Art Prize 

The Ramsay Art Prize is open to Australian artists aged under 40 years and working in any 

medium. 

The winner will be announced on 21st May 2021.  In addition, there is an opportunity for visitors 

to the exhibition to vote for their favourite work which culminates in a People's Choice Prize. 

The Ramsay Art Prize attracts the works of young, contemporary artists across Australia 

resulting in a stimulating exhibition of the diverse work of the finalists for this generous prize. 

August 2021: Dusan and Voitre Marek: Surrealists at sea 

This is the first major survey of the art of Czech-Australian brothers Dusan and Voitre Marek. 

From their arrival in Adelaide in 1948 they set in motion a surge of new ideas and controversies 

that challenged the conventions of Australian art. 

Of special interest are the  works produced by these two brothers from land-locked Bohemia 

in response to their long sea journey from Europe to Australia. 

September 2021: SALA Festival 

We celebrate the South Australian Living Artists (SALA) Festival with tours of South Australian 

artists whose work is currently on display. This will feature diverse works including furniture, 

decorative arts, painting and sculpture. 

A real celebration of local skill and talent. 

October 2021:  Nature in the permanent collection 

Tours in October will feature the theme of Nature in works of art. 

Nature has been a major inspiration for artists across time This theme allows for the 

development of tours that highlight a wide variety of works from AGSA's collection; works from 

different artists, different time periods, and works that use different medium.    

November 2021:  Tarnanthi exhibition. 

Tarnanthi is an annual celebration of contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island art and 

a flagship for the Art Gallery of South Australia. 

Tarnanthi at the Gallery is a nationwide survey that promises ambitious and innovative 

contemporary art. 

To date, Tarnanthi exhibitions have proved to be a wonderful experience and I am sure that 

this will be the case for the 2021 exhibition. 

Christmas Break 

As usual, we will not be touring in December, 2021 or in January, 2022.   

U3A members will need to re-enrol for 2022 
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