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1. In his author’s note McCann states, “…Bassam and Rami have allowed me to 

shape and reshape their words and worlds”. Is it obvious how, and / or okay for 

such shaping and reshaping to have occurred? 
 

2. What was your experience reading Apeirogon?  Did its episodic nature detract 

from or enhance your reading experience?   
 

3. In an interview with Ben Rhodes, McCann described his approach to the 
structure of the book as aping the mind on the internet.  Is this a helpful 

revelation and do you think he was successful in this endeavour? 
 

4. In the same interview when asked about the narrator, McCann responded, “The 

narrator is you, the reader, choosing the stresses, the musicality of it…” Did you 
find this to be the case?  Could this be said about any novel, or is Apeirogon 

unusual in this regard? 
 

5. Did your position on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict influence your own reading of 
the novel? Has your position changed as a result of reading this book? In what 
ways?  Did you find anything surprising or shocking? 

 
6. Throughout the text there are several literary riffs, including “…and we think the 

myths are startling”.  Describe what you found startling in the book and why.  Are 
there any other ‘riffs’ you would like to highlight and discuss? 

 

7. Some commentators have reproached the book, along with Rami, Bassam, the 
Parents Circle, and similar groups as naively normalising the occupation.  Do you 

agree? 
 

8. McCann has countered by arguing that Rami and Bassam have the strength to 
stand up for the forces of their principles, and that this is a book about hope. 
How is this demonstrated in the text? 

 
9. McCann has also stated that Apeirogon is not a balanced book, even though it 

may appear to be.  Where is the imbalance evident? 
 

10. While the book is broad and breathtaking in its scope, are there any voices or 
stories that are apparent by their absence? 

 

11. What does the novel show about human connections and relationships (good or 
bad) during conflict and times of emotional pain? 

 
12. Do you think the title, Apeirogon, is apt for this book? 

 


