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1. The book is broad in scope. What themes were explored, which of these 

had most interest to you and why? What, if anything, piqued your 

curiosity? 
 

2. Cal frequently interrupts the narrative, calling attention to the artifice 
inherent in his story.  What purpose do these interruptions serve?  Is Cal a 
reliable narrator? 

 
3. Which character, or characters, had the most impact on you and why? 

 
4. A number of social, historical and political events are referenced within 

the narrative.  Does the author at any point reveal, implicitly or explicitly, 

his own perspective? 
 

5. There are many humorous moments throughout the novel, where 
Eugenides shows a remarkable lightness of touch.  How do you think this 
serves the narrative?  Expanding on this, did you find the novel’s structure, 
circular narrative and pacing effective? 

 
6. Were there any laugh out loud moments for you that you would like to 

share? 
 

7. Towards the end of the chapter LOOKING MYSELF UP IN WEBSTER’S (p438), 

Cali states “It wasn’t all Dr Luce’s fault, I had lied to him about many 
things.  His decision was based on false data.  But he had been false in 
turn.”  In what ways was Dr Luce false? 

 
8. In the final chapter (p520) Cal notes “….my family found that, contrary to 

popular opinion, gender was not at all important.  My change from girl to 
boy was far less dramatic than the distance anybody travels from infancy 
to adulthood.”  While it may be true in the context of the story, would 
such a statement stand up in today’s context? 

 
9. Kirkus Reviews described Middlesex as  “A virtuosic combination of elegy, 

sociohistorical study and picaresque adventure…”. Other reviewers 
considered Middlesex to be overly verbose and ponderous. 

 
What do you think? How would you describe the book?  What was your 
experience of it? 


