
February News 2021 

Happy New Year 

Happy New Year to everyone and welcome to this first 

edition of News for 2021 as we start to return to enjoy 

the pursuit of our interests at the University of the Third 

Age. Let’s be hopeful that this year will not be disrupted 

as much as 2020. Of course, we have had to make 

some adjustments and it is likely that these will have to 

continue in some form for quite a while yet as, globally, 

we learn to live with this virus; and we are fortunate to 

live in Australia where the population has by and large 

paid attention to the expert advice and we currently 

seem to have things under control as much as possible 

at this stage. 

You may have already noticed some features of our 

program this year: some courses will operate on-line 

using Zoom, some will be offered in a mixture of on-line 

and face-to-face settings; and our facilities are such 

that social distancing requirements mean that many of 

our face-to-face classes can only be run on a fortnightly 

basis. It is important for those of us that have enrolled 

in classes we were in last year to check the details of 

time and so forth this year – they may well have 

changed. Naturally, we will keep the situation under 

review and, if changes are possible, we will make them. 

You will be aware that our enrolment process was 

different this year, partly as an impact of the pandemic 

on our processes but also, and perhaps more 

importantly, as we move increasingly to allow 

membership renewal and enrolment on-line. But rest 

assured that for those that are not comfortable with on-

line processes we will continue to offer alternatives. 

Suffice to say that the process ran relatively smoothly 

although there may have been some who were 

disappointed at not being able to get into classes that 

they wanted; but then, this is an almost inevitable 

outcome for high demand courses, especially where we 

have had to reduce class sizes. 
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You will find details of enrolment numbers in the 

Program Report following. 

This leads me to express thanks from the Board, but I 

am sure from all of you, to Sue Garforth for her 

immense effort in putting together a program for us – 

quite a jig-saw puzzle given the restraints this year. 

Also to Alison Hodgetts and Charmaine Kitson, ably 

assisted by a number of people in the office, for 

managing the processing of enrolments in a tight time-

frame. 

We’d also like to thank all of you who have made a 

donation to U3A. The Board keeps track of the 

donations and from time to time we will use those funds 

to buy equipment and other things we need. When we 

make those purchases we will let members know so 

that you have an idea of where the money is going. 

So – welcome everyone to this year’s program. 

I hope you all find it stimulating. 

Best wishes. 

Robert Fletcher 

President 

 

New Course 
[since the last Newsletter] 

Untangling the Web 

with Kat Milner (see Tutor profiles) 

The course is an 11 week basic 

introduction to a wide range of computer topics for 

mobile phones, tablets and laptops (Apple and 

Android). You can opt in or out of sessions as you 

choose; starting Feb 9.  See Class Notes for details. 

This course supports U3A's efforts to help all members 

become comfortable online. contd ... 



February News 2021 
Email:  u3a.adelaide@gmail.com Telephone:  8359 3307 Web:  https://adelaideu3a.org.au 

Program Report January 2021 

1. COVID Situation 

This has obviously had a major impact on how we do 

things. We were shut down totally from mid March to 

early July 2020. Then the November 6 day/3 day 

shutdown caused us to close for the year a few days 

earlier than usual. 

Social distancing rules have affected us quite strongly. 

Rooms 2 and 3 are only available to very small groups 

and have been unused for most of the year. We are 

currently at 1 person per 2 square metres which is just 

about viable. Any move to 1 person per 4 square 

metres will close down a large part of our program. 

Even Room 4 will only be able to have 24 people, and 

the other rooms will be pretty much unusable. If we 

stayed open I would not want to be the person to have 

to tell half the class members that they were being 

kicked off their course! 

2. Program for 2021 

We have managed to put together a program where 

every tutor who submitted a proposal by the deadline 

was given a room, date and time for their class. This 

was achieved by limiting classes to 90 minutes duration 

which enabled 3 sessions per day per room. 

Classes with a desired/expected limit of more than 12 

people have had to be put in room 4. This has meant 

that room 4 is being used at maximum capacity, and 

the frequency of meetings has had to be restricted to a 

fortnightly basis. Most room 4 classes are full year 

courses. There will be some availability for new courses 

in 2nd and 3rd term but not many. In rooms 1 and 2, 

due to less demand, classes are able to meet weekly. 

Obviously, classes which meet in venues other than the 

Box Factory, or are online, are not restricted in this way. 

3.  Summary of Program for first term 2021 

 [as at Tuesday pm 19th January] 

Type Courses Enrolments Waitlisted 

Online Courses 7 19 0 

Out and Abouts 7 98 4 

Holiday Shorts 8 225 51 

Box Factory Regulars 60 894 75 

Totals 82 1236 130 

Sue Garforth 

Program Coordinator 

Introduce a Friend to a Course 
The Board has clarified this policy which allows 

prospective members to join a course for a session to 

see if it is suitable for them.  

See the Home page for the details of this opportunity to 

encourage new members 

A need to be considerate 
As you know, many of our courses are in high demand 

and places are limited; this is particularly the case given 

the restrictions we are currently operating under. So we 

ask that you observe certain protocols if you are not 

going to attend a class. 

Firstly, if you wish to withdraw from a course please let 

us know as soon as possible - there may well be 

someone else that would like to take your place. The  

easiest way to let us know is to email the office or 

telephone. This is particularly important in cases where 

there is only one session - such as in Holiday Shorts. 

Secondly, if you are unable to attend a session (for 

example perhaps due to a medical appointment or 

because you are unwell), as a matter of courtesy, let 

the tutor know. Again, you can do this by emailing or 

phoning the office or advising the tutor if they have 

given their contact details. 

Finally, if you are persistently absent from a course you 

can expect to be contacted by us (either by the tutor or 

the office) to check whether or not you wish to continue 

or if there is some other issue that we need to be aware 

of. 

In summary, while it is entirely up to you whether or not 

you attend a class, please be aware that your decision 

will impact on others, so please let us know. 

 

For Tutors 
If tutors wish to update their Class Notes page on the 

website, or establish such a page, please contact John 

Travers directly (jtravers@gmail.com)  Please don't 

send your new material to the general U3A email 

address - it may be eaten by the email possum. 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Friday, 9th April 2021 
The Board wishes to have a face to face meeting this 

year in preference to the Zoom meeting we were limited 

to last year. To allow the meeting to be attended by as 

many members as possible we are looking at 

alternative venues, as COVID still restricts the number 

we are allowed in Room 4, and does not allow us to 

offer our usual refreshments after the meeting. We will 

keep you updated but please put Friday, 9 April in your 

diary. 

Raelene Wilsdon 

Secretary 
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