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Discussion Ques=ons 

1. What did you like and or not like about this novel? 

2. What are the themes explored in this novel?  

3. Michelle de Krester  
In an interview in the Sydney Morning Herald (30 September 2017)  
Comments, This book is about imagining how life could be different, 
about what has not been achieved. 
Discuss how this reflected in this novel. 

4. The Life to Come is wri\en in 5 different parts which are all 
interconnected rather than follow on.  
Was this effec=ve? 
Why do you think the author chose to write this way? 

5. Michelle de Kretser talks about the importance of se^ng.   Each part 
begins with placing the reader.   Discuss which se^ng had most impact 
on you. 

6. Consider the following quote ( page 87), “ These days when Ash 
thought of Australia, it seemed to belong less to his past than a =me to 
come, luminous and open ended.”  What are your thoughts on this? 

7. Another quote, ( p149 ). “ Transla=on had taught Celeste that every  
book has an internal rhythm: energe=c or languid, ji\ery or calm.”.  
How would you describe the internal rhythm of this novel? 



8. Consider this quote ( p. 189 ) “ Each audi=on piece was a problem he 
needed to solve :   that was how he thought of music, as something 
strict and technical stripped of the  fuzzy  no=ons about self expression 
that people brought  to art.”    Discuss. 

9. There is one character that is woven through the book, Pippa. As the 
story progresses, we learn more about Pippa and see her from different 
perspec=ves.   What was your view of Pippa?  What did you like and /
or dislike  about her. Did your view of change as you read through the 
novel? 

10.Was there any par=cular character in the novel who stood out to you.   
If so, Why 

  


