
The University of the Third Age – Adelaide Inc. 

Report to the Annual General Mee=ng held on Thursday 13th August 2020 via 
Zoom. 

Whilst 2020 has seen the closing of the Box Factory for an extended period due 
to the Corona virus and some classes have only recently re-opened with limited 
aKendances and reduced frequency, the disrup=on has resulted in some 
unexpected benefits. 

Our web manager, John Travers, with other helpers, have invested heavily of 
their =me and exper=se developing Zoom. Zoom, as a means of 
communica=ng, was virtually unheard of eight months ago, yet now is one of 
the most used computer programmes enabling many people to communicate 
“face to face” over our computers; just as we are doing now. We are aware that 
not all members of U3A have computers or are willing to engage in this 
different way of communica=ng and it certainly should not be used to replace 
personal get-togethers, but it is a valuable stop gap for now and will, I am sure, 
be a part of our future mee=ngs. 

We are fortunate to have received a three month rent relief from our landlord, 
the Adelaide City Council, and for that we are very grateful. Whilst we have not 
paid rent for the months of April, May and June, we are responsible for the 
regular out-goings that are in addi=on to rent. 

This rent relief, together with the office being closed, has limited the variable 
expenses normally incurred, but, of course, the fixed costs including insurance, 
licences and fees and photocopier lease con=nue. 

Overall, we are in a sound financial posi=on and are able to con=nue offering 
courses both now and for the ongoing periods. 

On behalf of the Board of the U3A Adelaide, I would like to thank all of our 
members for being so suppor=ve during this extra-ordinary =me. I am aware 
that some of our members are “doing it hard” and that the various restric=ons 
and lockdowns have impacted their lives more severely than for others of us. I 
urge all of who are able, to keep in contact with at least one person who may 
need to just hear a friendly voice over the phone every now and then, so that 
we may support one another un=l we are free to resume full contact again. 



Jim Wilson, President, U3A Adelaide.  13/8/2020.


