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1. Martin Cruz Smith states his writing is an excuse for going places you are 

not supposed to go, such as Moscow. How successful is he in taking the 
reader there too? 
 

2. This novel was published in 1981, when Russia was still part of the USSR. 
How accurate a depiction of communist Russia at the time do you think it 
is, or is it just a vehicle for the anti-communist feelings of that time? 

i. How effectively does Cruz Smith portray the political and social context 
of the novel? How important is this context to the plot? 

ii. How effectively does he create a sense of place? 
 
3. Cruz Smith ascribes the success of his writing to the many and minute 

details he employs, details which "make up the mosaic of life" because he 
does "a combination of fact and fiction". Do you agree?  

Cruz Smith also states that “A wealth of detail is absolutely nothing without 
character”. Do you agree with him, with particular reference to his minor 
characters? 

Were there any details, sections or scenes in the book which had 
particular resonance for you? 

 
4. Cruz Smith is part American Indian. Arkady Renko, despite being Russian 

to the core, as a "truth-teller" seems too to be partly an outsider in the 
society he inhabits. Comment on this.  

i. Renko’s truth differs from that of Zoya, Irina, Kirrwill, Pribluda and others. 
Do you believe truth is treated as a relative concept in the book? 
Why/why not? 
 

5. Throughout the narrative Arkady Renko exhibits a degree of ambivalence 
about the systems in which he is operating. What has led to this 
ambivalence? Would you describe him as a maverick and what do you 
see as his defining qualities? Is he interesting as a main character? 

 
6. Who was the better ‘investigator’, Arkady or Kirrwill, and why? Why was 

Kirrwill able to detect things that Arkady, often described as Moscow’s 
best Chief Investigator, had missed? 



 
7. What factors do you believe contributed Misha’s betrayal of Arkady? 

Misha relented, saving Arkady, but paying the ultimate price. Do you think 
both men would have understood these consequences at the time? 

 
8. Do you consider Gorky Park a morally complex story? What moral issues 

were explored in the narrative? 
 

9. Cruz Smith has stated crime in his novels is peripheral, describing the 
genre as providing the character (Renko) the opportunity to ask hard 
questions. Do you believe this was the case in Gorky Park? 

 
10. Would you describe "Gorky Park" as a thriller or a literary thriller? How 

credible was the story?  
 

11. Was the violence in the novel gratuitous or in keeping with the genre? 
Apart from physical brutality, what other forms of violence, and its effect, 
were explored? 

 
12. The novel traverses both American and Soviet organs of justice. How do 

you think they compare in this context? 
 

13. A strong factor in the success of Gorky Park is the absolute confidence 
with which Cruz Smith has written it. We do not question its reality. Do you 
agree? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


