
STEM COURSE -- PROGRESS REPORT 
Education nowadays sees learning as belonging to one of two complementary aspects of knowledge: 

• “STEM”  - science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
• “HASS”  - humanities, arts and social sciences 

The world has changed so much in the last centuries. From horse and cart through to jumbo jet and space flight. 
From the abacus through to super computers. From wood fires to air conditioners. Letters that took 2-3 months 
to get around the world to instantaneous internet. 

This course in STEM aims to demystify these -- to show participants the main driving forces behind these 
modern sciences how to assess new developments, and how to express their views to others. Much of this 
information can be conveyed by looking at specific products in the past or present, assessing how beneficial they 
were, and identifying unanticipated consequences. Consequently, this course is designed to assist seniors to 
keep abreast of developments and terminology, so we can play our part. 

Recognising the need for a new course, the STEM Project Team has designed a simple structure for Term 1. 
This includes 1½-hour meetings each fortnight, where speakers will present the key ideas of the topic chosen for 
the day, and the remainder of the time will be devoted to audience discussion. However, although we can call on 
external speakers occasionally, we must look to class members to volunteer their favourite topics and introduce 
the audience to its key ideas. 

We plan, coronavirus permitting, to hold all classes live at the Box Factory; we also intend to enable us to also 
have Zoom contact for those who are unable to attend.  

   THE PROJECT TEAM NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
We need a few details to help our planning: please read the flowing and answer as shown: 

• If you are interested in joining, 

o Please email the Travis James to say so (mwbook99@gmail.com) 

o Please say if you are more likely to attend in person, or use Zoom 

• If you are prepared to present a paper, 
o Our ability to present this course will depend on having a sufficient number of volunteers 
o Email Travis (mwbook99@gmail.com) your name and the likely topic  
o Experienced speakers are available to help you prepare the talk and power point presentations 

and deliver the paper 

• To help us choose the best topics 
o Please complete the short survey below  and send to (mwbook99@gmail.com) 

• Possible examples 
o Electric cars – problems and benefits 
o Super-sonic flight what are the benefits and cost 
o Satellites what do they look like and how do they help us  
o Microwave cookers (how they work) 
o Internet – what is it, who owns it, how does it work etc.


