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Christmas Greetings

As we approach Christmas it is worth reflecting on the 
year just past. It has been one in which we did not 
experience the disruptions of 2020 and 2021 as the 
country slowly has come to terms with COVID-19. 
Needless to say a number of our members did 
experience the virus, but it has been pleasing to see 
that people stayed away as requested and we avoided 
a massive outbreak. While our numbers were down a 
little at the beginning of the year, we have seen a 
steady recovery as the year progressed - perhaps partly 
because people were more confident in returning but 
also as a number of people discovered U3A.  As we 
look forward to another fulfilling year in 2023 we’d like to 
wish all our members, tutors and volunteers a safe and 
happy festive season. 

Treasurer

Our thanks to Lawrie Stanford who has agreed to take 
on the role of Treasurer for the time being. Lawrie has 
relevant skills to take on the role but sees this as an 
interim measure as believes that it would be better if 
someone with formal accounting qualifications could 
take on the position. So, if you are able to help in this 
area we are still looking!! 

Covid Policy Update 
The Board has decided that, consistent with practice 
across the community, the requirement for people 
attending at the Box Factory to be vaccinated will no 
longer apply from 1 January 2023. In taking this 
decision, the Board draws the attention of members to 
the advice from government health officers that 
vaccination is strongly recommended; for our members 
this will generally mean that four doses are received. 
While vaccination cannot guarantee protection from 
contracting COVID, it is clear that it can reduce the 
impact of the disease if you do catch it.

The Board has also reiterated an earlier decision that 
mask-wearing is no longer mandatory. Again, members 
should consider their own circumstances when deciding 
whether or not to wear a mask. Factors to consider are 
the ability to maintain a social distance, the level of 
ventilation/air flow at locations where you are, and 
consideration of the needs of others. Finally, please do 
not attend courses if you are feeling unwell, particularly 
if you have any flu-like symptoms.

U3A Board 

Program Updates:  
French Basics 2  
This course was incorrectly described in the Newsletter 
for Term 1 of 2023. Note revised description – changes 
are emphasised in bold.

French Basics (2) Tutor : Andrew BearFor students 
with two or three years of French study. The course is 
not designed for complete beginners. We would aim to 
achieve competence in comprehension and 
conversation to the level of "good French for 
travellers". Our textbook will be "French Conversation 
Demystified” by Eliane Kurbegov (pub McGraw Hill). 
The class does not break for school holidays. (Also in 
Jan)


Chinese Mandarin Language Course 
This class is wanting a tutor to continue the excellent 
work of those who have conducted the course 
successfully for many years. 
A brief description in the Newsletter/Program reads “An 
ongoing course in Chinese language and culture for 
students with some background in the subject.  Some 
use is made of a textbook and workbooks.  A print or 
electronic dictionary is necessary.” 
Jenny Hamilton is available for further information, 
email ijhamilton@adam.com.au or 0415 437 525. 
  
Land of Promise England 1900-1950 
8 Feb - 12 April – weekly at 10.00am 
This course has been listed under the Movies category 
and the presenter, Kathleen Bambridge, has suggested 
it is more of a history lesson, with archival footage.  It 
looks at the social history of Britain as the country at the 
peak of its power slides into decline. 

Suggestions and complaints 
If you have a suggestion, comment or complaint please 
be aware that there is a form that you can use to ensure 
that it is directed to the correct person. The form can be 
downloaded from our website (About Us/ Police & 
Bylaws) or you can pick up a copy at the Office. 

Statewide Online Course News
If you would like to receive once a month updates of 
courses offered across the state go HERE to 
subscribe. New courses will appear in Dec-Jan.
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