
QUESTIONS FOR ‘HOWARDS END’ 20 Sept 2021 
 
“The people I admire most are those who are sensitive and want to create 
something or discover something, and do not see life in terms of power.” E M 
Forster (from the essay ‘What I Believe’) 
 
Page numbers refer to the Penguin Modern Classics edition. 
 
1. ‘Howards End’ was published in 1910, four years before the outbreak of 

the First World War. What may have been Forster’s aim in making his two 
central female protagonists half-German?  
 

2. Mr Wilcox is portrayed as the modern England; a man who even can 
control the flow of the Thames (p137). Are the Schlegel sisters meant to 
represent a more traditional England? 
 

3. Despite an initial fascination, Helen Schlegel soon sees the Wilcox family 
as “a fraud, just a wall of newspapers and motor-cars and golf-clubs 
…”(p40). Why does her sister Margaret not see the same shallowness in 
the Wilcoxes? 
 

4. What do you think is the attraction for Margaret in Mrs Wilcox, a woman 
who finds nothing of interest to do in London and believes it “wiser to 
leave action and discussion to men”(p87)? 
 

5. Mr Wilcox’s approach to Leonard Bast is straightforward: “You must keep 
that type at a distance, otherwise they forget themselves”(p150). Is that 
one of Forster’s themes in the book? Afterall, all attempts by the Schlegel 
women to ‘rescue’ Leonard lead to disaster.  
 

6. Helen and Tibby dismiss Leonard’s efforts to discuss culture as ‘a swamp 
of titles’. Is this snobbery? 
 

7. Leonard’s life is portrayed as greyness. For him culture is a fragment that 
needs to be protected and romanticised. Compare this with the Schlegels’ 
leisured life of London culture. 
 

8. How believable did you find Helen’s seduction of Leonard? 
 

9. What do you think of the relationships between men and women in the 
novel? Forster writes that gender difference diminishes “among the 
civilised”(p76), yet he portrays Tibby as indifferent to personal relations?  
 

10.  How did you find Forster’s judgemental tone as narrator, particularly 
towards Jacky Bast and Dolly Wilcox. The latter he describes as “a rubbishy 
little creature”(p101). 
 

11.  What do you think of the role of Miss Avery? 
 

12.  Are “personal relations the real life”(p41)? 
 
 


