
The history of Greece encompasses the history of the territory of the modern nation state 
of Greece as well as that of the Greek people and the areas they inhabited and ruled 
historically. The extent of Greek habitation and rule has varied throughout the ages and as a 
result the history of Greece is similarly elastic in what it includes. Generally, the history of 
Greece is divided into the following periods: 
• Neolithic Greece covering a period beginning with the establishment of agricultural 

societies in 7000 BC and ending in 3200/3100 BC 
• Helladic (Minoan or Bronze Age); chronology covering a period beginning with the 

transition to a metal-based economy in 3200/3100 BC to the rise and fall of 
the Mycenaean Greek palaces spanning roughly five centuries (1600–1100 BC) 

• Ancient Greece covering a period from the fall of the Mycenaean civilization in 1100 BC 
to 146 BC spanning multiple sub-periods including the Greek Dark Ages (or Iron Age, 
Homeric Age), Archaic period, the Classical period and the Hellenistic period 

• Roman Greece covering period from the Roman conquest of Greece 146 BC to 324 AD 
• Byzantine Greece covering a period from the establishment of the capital city 

of Byzantium/Constantinople, in 324 AD until the fall of Constantinople in 1453 AD 
• Frankish/Latin Greece (including the Venetian possessions) covering a period from 

the Fourth Crusade in 1204 to 1797, year of disestablishment of the Venetian Republic, 
• Ottoman Greece; covering a period from 1453 up until the Greek Revolution of 1821 
• Modern Greece covering a period from 1821 to present. 

At its cultural and geographical peak, Greek civilization spread from Egypt to the Hindu 
Kush mountains in Afghanistan. Since then, Greek minorities have remained in former Greek 
territories (Turkey, Albania, Italy, Libya, Levant, Armenia, Georgia) and Greek emigrants 
have assimilated into societies across the globe - North America, Australia, Northern 
Europe, South Africa. Today most Greeks live in the modern state of Greece (independent 
since 1821) and Cyprus. Irredentism: belief that territory once part of a nation or empire, or 
believed to have been, must be reclaimed or “returned’ eg Alsace-Lorraine, Tibet, Cyprus. 

Artists et al today (spellings vary, some artists known by first name only) 

Kore (plural) Korai (singular) statues of maiden/s; Koroi (pl), Kouros (sing.)  male statues 

Praxiteles  395-330 BC - Aphrodite of Knidos. Unknown - Winged Victory of Samothrace 

The Dying Gaul, The Boxer – Hellenistic.  Lost wax process. 

Exekias potter and painter (6th BC                Paris Psalter and Daphni Monastery both (11th 

Theodoros Vryzakis   1819-1878                  Nikiphoros Lytras  1832-1904 

Theodore Ralli/Rallis 1852-1909  Georgios Jakobides 1853-1832 Georgios Roilos 1867-1928 

Theophilus (C)Hatzimichael c1873-1934     Yiannis Moralis  1916-2009 

Nikos Hadjikyriakos-Ghikas  1906-1994      Spyros Vassiliou  1903-1985  

Giorgos Vakirtzis  1923-1988                       Yannis (or Giannis)  Gaitis 1923-1984 

Pavlos (Dionyssopoulos) 1930-2019             Alecos Fassianos  born 1935 
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Giorgis Rollis born 1963                                Stelios Faitakis born 1976 

Collectors: Basil and Elise Goulandris      Title pic: Yannis Tsarouchis 1910-1989 The Sailor. 


