
Opening the Bidding in a Minor Suit 

This exercise introduces the requirements for an opening bid of 1 ♣ or 1 ♦.  

• The objective of contract bridge is for the partnership, through the auction, to arrive at the 
best contract and to then try to take the required number of tricks. If the partnership does not 
win the auction, it will try to defeat the opponents’ contract. • The general idea is: • With 
fewer than 25 or 26 combined valuation points, the partnership wants to stop in the best 
part-score;  • With 25 or more combined valuation points, the partnership wants to reach the 
best game contract … or possibly a slam with about 33 or more points. • To determine 
WHERE to play the contract, the partnership looks for an eight-card or longer fit. At the 
game level, however, a contract of 3NT is usually preferable even with a fit in a minor suit. 

The Bidding Song

“Bid, bid, bid your hand, 
But alas, alas,
 If you have fewer than 13 points,
 I guess you’ll have to pass.” 

• The idea is that when you have an opportunity to open the bidding, you usually pass with 
fewer than 13 points … for now. 

The Bidding Song

“Bid, bid, bid your cards, 
With a balanced hand,
If you have a three-point range (15-17)
One notrump’s your stand.” 

• This focuses our attention on the priority of looking for a 1NT opening bid. 

The Bidding Song

 “Bid, bid, bid your hand, 
You don’t need charades, 
But you’ll need a five-card suit, 
To start with hearts or spades.” 

• If your hand is unsuitable for pass or 1NT, the next priority is to look for a major suit to 
open. 

• Now we’ll look at the fourth verse which covers opening the bidding in a minor suit, 1♣ or 

1♦. We’ll also see how the partnership handles the auction thereafter. 

• If the hand is unsuitable for 1NT and doesn’t have a five-card or longer major suit, the 
remaining option is to open in a minor suit, 1♣ or 1♦. • The range for an opening bid in a 
minor suit is the same as a major, 13-21 points. • Unlike a major suit opening bid, however, a 
five-card suit is not required. In practice, it will often be necessary to open in a minor suit 
with a four-card, or even a three-card suit.  • In summary, the requirements for opening 1♣ 

or 1♦ are 13-21 valuation points and a three-card or longer suit. • The longer minor suit is 



opened but, with equal length in both minors: • Open 1♦ with four or more cards. • Open 

1♣ with two three-card suits. • Let’s see some examples of minor suit opening bids.   

Look at the following hand in front of 

NORTH ♠ K Q x x ♥ x x ♦ A x x ♣ A J x x 

Q. How many valuation points is the hand worth? A. 14. • There are 14 high-card points. 

Q. Is the hand balanced? A. Yes. • There are no voids, singletons, and only one doubleton. 

Q. Why is this hand unsuitable for a 1NT opening bid? A. Too weak. • 1NT would promise 
15-17 points and there are only 14. 

Q. Why is this hand unsuitable for a 1♠-opening bid? A. No five-card major. • 1♠ would 

promise five or more spades. 

Q. What would North open with this hand? A. 1♣. • A minor suit opening is the last option. • 
The longer minor suit is opened. • An opening bid of 1♣ or 1♦ doesn’t promise a five-card 

suit. 

MINOR SUITS - DIAMONDS ♦ AND CLUBS ♣
1♣ or 1♦ opening bids

13-21 TP
Your better minor suit
Promises at least a 3- card suit
Open longest suit, regardless of quality
With two 4-card suits, open the lower ranked suit 

• Here’s the final verse of the Bidding Song to help remember the guideline for opening a 
minor suit. 

“Bid, bid, bid your cards,  
Don’t sit around and stew,  
Open your longer minor suit  
With nothing else to do.” 
All the verses of the ditty show how to open the bidding at the one level.  



What would North call with this hand as dealer? Discuss with the others at your table. 

Q. What is the value of this hand? A. 20 points. • There are 20 high-card points. 

Q. Why is this hand unsuitable for an opening bid of 1NT? A. Unbalanced. • 1NT promises a 
balanced hand … no singletons. 

Q. What would North open with this hand? A. 1♦.  • With no five-card major, a minor suit is 

opened. • With two four-card minors, the higher-ranking is opened4. 

• Let’s try another hand. 

Q. How many valuation points is the hand worth? A. 15. • There are 15 high-card points.  

3 D E North (10 HCP)
♠ J 9 7 
♥ Q 8 
♦ A 9 5 4 
♣ Q J 8 5 2

West (7HCP)
♠ 10 6 
♥ 5 3 
♦ Q J 7 6 2 
♣ A 10 7 4

♠♥♦♣ 
Better Minor
Dealer E

East (15 HCP)
♠ K Q 4 3  
♥ A K 9  
♦ K10 8 5 3 
♣ 9 

Bidding, E 1 D, S, P, W 2 D 
(5 of suit = fit), N P, E 3 D, P, 
P, P

South (8 HCP)
♠ A 8 5 2 
♥ J 10 7 6 4 2 
♦ Void 
♣ K 6 3



Q. What would East open with this hand? A. 1 ♦

• The hand is unbalanced, so cannot open 1NT. • There is no five-card major suit. • “Open 
the longer minor suit with nothing else to do.” • An opening bid of 1♣ or 1♦ must sometimes 

be made on a three-card suit.  With three cards in both minors, standard practice is to open 
1♣. But East has 5 diamonds, so the obvious bid is 1♦

Review 

Remember the following points: 

• When opening the bidding, the first priority is to consider whether the hand qualifies for an 
opening bid of 1NT. • The second priority is to consider whether the hand qualifies for an 
opening bid in a major suit. • If the hand doesn’t meet either of these criteria, it is opened in 
the longer minor suit. • With equal length in both minors: • Open 1♦ with four or more cards. 

• Open 1♣ with two three-card suits. • A minor suit may be opened with a three-card suit, but 
still must have 12+ HCP.


